Adjustment to illness and dropout of chemotherapy.
The study compares the adjustment to illness of a group of 53 cancer patients who dropped out of chemotherapy with a matched group of 53 cancer patients who completed their treatment. The patients were treated in five oncological institutes in Israel. We found differences both in the Psychosocial Adjustment to Illness Scale (PAIS) and Brief Symptom Inventory Scale (BSI). In both scales we found significant differences indicating that the degree of adjustment and the psychosocial distress of patients who dropped out of treatment was worse than that of patients who completed treatment.